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Quote of the month 

“The desire to write grows 

with writing.”      

Desiderius Erasmus                                                                                                                               

Amazing Facts about the English Language 

Did you know?  
 

No words in the English language rhyme with 

orange, silver or purple. 
 

What I Learned from my Mother 

By Sandra Bynum’s class 

My mother taught me to be faithful, grateful, 

and to work hard to become the person I want to be 

in my life. –Ever E. Davila 

I learned from my mother how to cook, 

clean, iron and be organized because she liked 

everything neat.  –Marie A. Exantus 

My mother taught me good manners, and I 

learned to say “Good morning,” “Excuse me,” and 

“So sorry.” Also, she always talked about respect for 

the elderly. –Osmar Montecinos 

My mother taught me by example, to forgive 

others. –Jose L. Granados 

I learned many things from my mother. For 

example, she always told me to greet everybody and 

taught me how to cook and organize my life and 

home well.      – Geraldy Enelus 

My mother taught me that I have to study and 

be a professional. –Emilia Hurtado 

My mother taught me when I was a teenager 

to respect everyone and to be polite.                             

–Luc Ladouceur  

                                                                                       

 

 

 

My mother taught me to never forget 

her because she is so special in my life. 

 –Jose A. Martinez.  

 

My mother taught me to see life in the 

right way because I grew up in a city that was 

not good for a child. She told me every single 

day what things I shouldn’t do, and just now I 

appreciate everything she did for me.                 

   –Jose Posadas 

 

I learned from my mother how to do 

many things without help. –Juan P. Ramos 

 

My mother taught me to enjoy going to 

school in the United States because school is 

very important for the future. 

 –Yvelande Enelus 
 

I learned from my mother that I have 

to work for everything I need. When I was 

younger she always asked me to do something 

before I got what I wanted, and it helped me 

become a hard worker. –Jude Myltidor 

I learned from my mother to stay away 

from bad behaviors, be united with my 

brother, honor my parents and never forget 

them. To this day, I have done what my 

mother and father told me. –Rudis Martinez 

 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Biographies 

Mr. Lux’s Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrepreneur, Civil Rights Activist and 

Philanthropist, Madam C.J. Walker 

Newsletter Rationale: As part of a 

writing assignment about entrepreneurs, this 

culminating activity focused on the challenges 

and legacies these famous entrepreneurs left 

behind. The writing assignment took place 

prior to the Department of Labor workshop 

and after it, so that the students could do 

research within the context of worker’s rights. 

When African American women had a 

problem with hair loss, C.J. Walker created a 

product for herself and for all women in the 

city. At that time she created a big company. 

She donated and helped her community 

because she made a big fortune. She helped 

the community because she was a civil rights 

activist, too. She was also a philanthropist and 

an important African-American. She also 

created a cultural center. For decades it has 

been registered with the National Historic 

Society. The United States Postal service 

issued a stamp featuring C.J. Walker as part of 

the Black Heritage Series. 

(This information was found on the 

Biography.com website.) 

 

 

 

Things I like to do with my Family 

By Kathleen Ozorio 

 

I like to go to the park, play video games, 

go to the beach and go to different places to take 

pictures. On weekends, my children help me 

make breakfast. We like to play picnic in our 

room. We also like to ride our bicycles.  

 

Spending time with my family is the most 

important thing to me.  

 

Pros & Cons of Self-Driving Cars 

By Salvador Lopez 

 
Most accidents in the United States are 

caused by driver error.  But might those errors 

be lowered if the cars we drive could drive 

themselves? Car manufacturers are starting to 

come out with cars that drive themselves. 

Google already has self-driving cars on the 

road. 

 

Self-driving cars are equipped with 

sensor software and computers that give them 

all the information. Accidents are prevented 

by scanning the surroundings and then 

adjusting the speed and other factors.  

  

Since the cars drive themselves, there is 

less chance of an accident from driver error, 

the leading cause of car accidents in the 

United States. Driverless cars will save many 

lives. 

 

The goal of self-driving cars is driver 

safety. Having a car on the road that drives 

itself will keep others safe. It will also reduce 

speeding and other factors that lead to 

accidents. The technology is here to create the 

driverless car and companies are already 

testing cars on the road. However, the 

question is, “which car company will be the 

first one to perfect and sell a self-driving car?’ 
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Mother to Daughter 
By Margarita Colindres 

 

This acrostic poem was written in honor of my daughter, Aiyana, who came into my life when I 

was twenty-three years old. She illuminated my life. Thanks to her I became the woman I am now. 

Aiyana means, “A beautiful flower from North America that never dies.” 
 

My world changed when you came into my life. 

Aiyana, you are beautiful and irreplaceable. 

Run through my thoughts every day. 

Gleaming my life as the sunbeams to the Earth. 

Am I grateful? Yes, for such offspring who lightens up my spirit, thank you God Almighty! 

Rewarding me with a bit of her in my womb 

In believing that small piece will forever change my destiny. 

To have you was a divine wonder of God. Thank you for delighting my soul and spirit.  

Always remember that my love for you is immeasurable. 

 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

How are you? I want to tell you about 

where I live. I live on Main Street in 

Hempstead, New York. I live next to a travel 

agency, around the corner from Linda’s 

Restaurant. I live across from Fulton Avenue. I 

like to eat at Linda’s Restaurant. I would like to 

see you there soon.  

    

Love, 

   Eufemia Bautista 

My Goals 

By Carlos Lobo 

 

My name is Carlos Lobo. I am from 

Honduras. I have been in the United States for 

8 years. I came here for a better future for 

myself. I want to be an English teacher. I work 

in the morning and then I go to school to learn 

English in the evening. I hope to reach my goal 

someday.  

 

My Mother 

By Genesis Herrera 

 This is my mother, Flor. She is the most beautiful woman in the world. She is very loving with 

her daughters. She always takes care of us and she gives us the best. She loves dancing, she also likes to 

go out with her friends.  

 When I was with her in my country, she always cooked for my sister and me. She is the best 

mother in the world. Every morning, she drinks coffee with my grandmother and they talk about a lot 

of things. My mother is my strength. She always gives me advice and she helps me move forward. I love 

my mom.  She is pretty, adorable, friendly and happy. She always has a smile even during the saddest 

moments.  

 She is in the Dominican Republic now. I miss her so much; but I know that soon I’ll see her 

again and give her a hug. I love my sweet mom.  
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“LOVE AND MONEY” 

By Gene Toledo’s Class 

Introduction 

“Love and Money” is about Jorge and  

Sophie. Jorge works at a restaurant with Abdul 

and Sue, his friends. Sophie works at a nail salon 

with Rose, her friend. They have a first date at a 

fancy restaurant in Manhattan, NY. 

The story 

Jorge has a date with Sophie. His friends, 

Abdul and Sue, told him to look good to 

impress Sophie. Sophie is very excited about 

her date with Jorge, but she doesn’t know how 

to dress properly. Rose, Sophie’s friend, gives 

her advice on how to look smart, rich, and in 

control. They both wear expensive clothing to 

their first date at a fancy restaurant. They are 

both nervous, and don’t know what to talk 

about. Jorge believes Sophie is rich and Sophie 

believes Jorge is rich because of how they are 

dressed. Also, the fancy restaurant where Jorge 

took Sophie is where he works. 

Sophie orders sparkling water because 

“That’s what rich people drink”, according to 

her friend, Rose. Sophie asks Jorge how long he 

has been in the United States, and he says, “two 

years. She responds by saying he is very 

successful. Sophie tells Jorge that he must know 

a lot about banks because she thinks he is rich. 

She says to him that she has a problem with the 

service at her bank, and he doesn’t know how to 

respond because he doesn’t have a bank 

account. She was only talking about banking as 

a way to try to impress him. Also, Sophie offers 

to pick up the check at the end of the meal, 

hoping Jorge would not let her pay. She does 

this because she wants to impress him again. 

 

The next day, Jorge and his co-worker-

friends, Abdul and Sue, talk about the reasons 

for opening a bank account. Sophie and Rose 

also talk about the benefits of opening a bank 

account, such as cashing checks at the bank for 

free. 
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That same day, after work, the four of them go 

to the bank. Sophie goes with Rose and Jorge 

goes with Abdul. When Jorge and Abdul meet 

the bank manager, Abdul can’t talk because he’s 

stunned by the manager’s good looks. He thinks 

she’s gorgeous! Jorge talks to the bank manager 

and asks her for the best way to open an account. 

Jorge asks the bank manager if there are any fees 

he must pay to open an account. She says that it 

will depend on the account he would like to 

open.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jorge then talks to Sue about getting a 

credit card, and Sue tells him to be careful with 

it. She says this because if he doesn’t pay the 

credit card on time, it will cost him more than 

what the price of what he is buying is. Jorge tells 

her he will be making payments on time.  

Sometime afterwards, Jorge and Sophie 

meet at the park to have a picnic. During the 

picnic, they both confess to not being rich but 

they like each other. Sophie even tells Jorge that 

she prefers having the picnic rather than going to 

a fancy restaurant. 

After the picnic, as Jorge and Sophie are 

on their way home, Jorge unexpectedly sees and 

recognizes his friend Abdul walking with the 

bank manager and talking to her. Based on 

everything that happened between Jorge, 

Sophie, and even Abdul and the bank manager, 

it is appropriate to say “Love doesn’t cost a 

thing.” 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Land of Opportunities 

By 

Ms. Belotte’s Class 

 

The United States is certainly a land of 

opportunities. However, it is very difficult to get 

adjusted when one lives without legal 

documents, family members, friends and can’t 

speak English. Another challenge is getting used 

to the weather. Winter is usually the worst 

season to get used to because it is too cold. 

Most of us must take the bus or walk to work, 

so, it could be very difficult. We must fend for 

ourselves in order to take care of our love ones. 

Living in areas which are sometimes infested 

with drugs, it can be hard to shield our children 

from addiction. 

 

As immigrants, our supervisors are more 

likely to take advantage of us. They pay us less 

than minimum wage and we don’t get 

compensated for working overtime. Racism in 

the work place is sometimes undeniable. 

Although the young immigrants would like to 

continue their education, it is unlikely because 

they don’t have the financial resources to go on. 

Above all challenges, coming to the United 

States without any expectation to ever see our 

family members, friends and country again can 

be devastating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Journey of Immigrating to the United States 

By 

Esmeralda Dinarte 

 

On April 5, 2005, I arrived in the United 

States. I was 14 years old. I landed in Los 

Angeles. I spent one night there at the house of 

my step-father’s friend. The next morning, I took 

a flight to Boston to reunite with my mother, step-

father and my half- brother. My family had settled 

in Boston several years earlier. When I saw my 

family at the airport, it was a very emotional 

moment. I had not seen my family in twelve 

years. I was so excited! 

 

Everything was so different. A new 

country, a new beginning in my life. I came with a 

dream of learning English, going back to school 

and getting my high school diploma, and 

eventually getting a good job. Six months later I 

enrolled in a high school in one of the suburbs of 

Boston. School was very difficult for me because 

of the language barrier. I could not understand 

what my teachers were saying. After two years in 

school, I decided to drop-out of school. I 

understand now that that was a very poor choice. 

A couple of weeks later I got a job as a cashier in 

a local Burger King. I worked there for three 

years. I made good use of my time in that job by 

speaking English with the customers.  

 

In 2010 I moved to Uniondale, New York. 

I got a job in a bagel store. I worked there for six 

years. After six years, I had improved my English 

substantially and was able to secure a job as a 

waitress where I am now making much more 

money than in the bagel store and Burger King. 

 

My goal now is to enroll in the TASC prep 

program at the Hempstead Community and 

Adult Education Program in the fall. Once I pass 

the TASC, I will enroll in a Medical Assistant 

program. 
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Why You Should Visit My Country 

By Janine Washinger’s Class 

 

Are you planning to take a vacation? We 

would like to recommend some places that you 

should see.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raul Barillas thinks you should go to                

El Salvador. He says, “El Salvador has many 

tourist attractions, beaches, rivers, forests and 

volcanoes. El Salvador is a very nice country for 

vacations, especially if you like surfing. Our 

beaches have high waves.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despoina Englezon thinks you should go     

to Greece. She explains, “Greece is a country in 

southeastern Europe with thousands of islands 

surrounded by the Aegean and Ionian Seas. 

Greece has great food like souvlaki and greek 

salad. You can drink greek wines and you can  

dance syrtaki. Greece also has a lot of beautiful 

beaches.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farah Emile from Haiti says, “There are 

many reasons you should visit my country. We 

also have many beautiful beaches. Haitian food is 

really delicious. I would advise you to visit my 

country; it would be a great adventure.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elvin Turcios advises you to go to 

Honduras. “In Honduras you could visit the 

countryside and listen to the birds singing. 

Honduras has very good food. You can have 

fresh fish and good salads.”  

 

We hope you have the opportunity to visit one of 

our beautiful countries! 
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Time Well Spent 

By Juana Moran 

 

I am spending my time on the right 

things because ever since I came to the 

United States. I have worked non-stop and 

devoted myself to my children.  

 

Today is my time. With that being 

said, I am dedicating myself to learning 

English. I am tired of depending on people 

translating for me whenever I don’t 

understand a document.  

 

Are you Spending Your Time on the Right 

Things? 

By Wilber Guzman 

 

I am spending my time on the right 

things because I fight day by day to get ahead. 

I would like to be a successful person in order 

to reach my goals. I am a person who fights 

against any sort of obstacles especially the 

language barrier. That is why I am now 

attending evening school. I firmly believe one 

day I will overcome it. That day will be soon.  

 

A Memorable Family Vacation 

By Gesner Deselmond 

  

 Vacation is a good and important thing in 

life because after some months or a year of 

working hard, we should take a break, a time for 

relaxation, for visiting and making new 

discoveries. So, when we take vacations with the 

family, the time becomes more interesting and 

valuable. I will write about my family’s spring 

vacation experience to explain that.  

  

The spring vacation of 2018 would be 

considered the best in my life because I was 

accompanied by my wife and my sons. We went 

to South Carolina. We raced through the states 

and it only took us 13 hours to finally arrive at 

our hotel. However, before we arrived in South 

Carolina, we took a break and visited 

Washington D.C. In D.C., we visited the 

National Museum of African American History 

and Culture. This museum documented the 

history of famous African Americans. We 

learned many things about their involvements in 

the civil rights movement and their arts, slavery 

and athletics.  

  

After this break, we continued on the 

road to our destination. We spent four beautiful 

family days away from our community in 

Baldwin. My children were very happy about 

this experience. Also, my wife and I enjoyed a 

workshop where we learned why it is important 

to have a time share. 

  

It was one of the best moments of my 

life. It is very important to enjoy these moments 

because we have only one life to live and we 

should spend it with our families.  
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New York City and its Cultural Uniqueness 

By K. Pierre’s class 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People from all parts of the world 

gathered in one city with the use of various 

languages, religions, food and clothing. All these 

differences create identities which define each 

group within their lifestyles. 

  

The beauty of this city and its people 

attracts the rest of the world and makes it one of 

the most visited places on earth. Think about 

the variety of flavors in the city’s cuisine, in the 

air as you roam the streets of New York and 

different parts of the boroughs which offer such 

arrays of food and other tourists’ attractions. 

The various languages you hear, ways of 

dressing and the music in the air which people 

refer to as: the beat of New York.  

  

Nowadays, we have what’s called a 

reformed culture from our younger generation 

who incorporated their own flavors into their 

parents’ cultures.   

Those who diverted from it became 

either lost in this world or joined other 

cultures with a certain level of flexibility. 

Think about interracial marriages of people 

who belong to different socially defined races 

or ethnicities. Future children growing up in 

such environment have quite an advantage 

due to the bilingual exposure. Where else 

can we see this rich culture but in the capital 

of the world.  We are blessed! 

 
  

My New Country 

By Diana Canela 

Pierre Jeanty’s Library Class 

 

When I was in my country, I thought 

differently of the USA. For example, I thought 

life was very easy here, but in reality it is not. I 

also thought that getting a job was simple but 

the language makes it difficult to function. I 

did not think there were good people in New 

York. Now, I know that there are nice people 

in New York. My classmates are very nice, we 

have parties, we share our life experiences 

from our countries. Also, we share our 

traditional dishes.  

 

This means that not everything is bad. 

The most important thing I like about the 

U.S.A. is the opportunities I have for me and 

my family. 

 


